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Hermit beetle (Osmoderma eremita / barnabita)
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Ideas

➢ To take care of old trees

➢ To create ecological

network for the species

dependent on old

deciduous trees, using

the hermit beetle as an

indicator species



Project

➢ September 2017 - March 2022;

➢ LIFE Nature;

➢ Budget 1 378 000 Eur

➢ 74% financed by EU, 23% by
MoE.

Ecological network for Osmoderma eremita and other 
species dependent on veteran trees



Partners

Coordinating partner: Lithuanian Fund for Nature

Associated partners: 

➢ Daugavpils University Nature Studies and Environmental 
Education Centre;

➢ Lithuanian Zoological Garden;

➢ Municipality of Kaunas city.



PREPARATION



Investigation



Investigation



Smart pheromone traps



Area for the ecological network



Scenarios for the ecological network



Core zones

➢ 41 trees in Neris river slope 
by Verkiai;

➢ 252 trees in Dūkštos oak
forest;

➢ 707 trees in Kaunas oak
forest. 

Evaluating the need of trees for management and their
suitability for protected species:



Core zones

➢ Nature management
plans for 2 
Natura2000 areas;

➢ Maintenance and 
Management 
Guidelines for 
Veteran Trees and 
Deadwood

https://www.osmoderma.lt/leidiniai

https://www.osmoderma.lt/leidiniai


Ecological corridors

➢ Inventorisation of trees which 
girth is greater than 3 m (544 
trees);

➢ Selecting priority trees (273 
trees);

➢ Evaluation which of them need 
arborist care or restoration of 
insulation (230 trees);

➢ Landowners‘ agreements for
tree management with 
landowners‘ commitments not
to harm the trees (126 trees).



HABITAT RESTORATION AND 
SPECIES CONSERVATION



Tree care



Tree care



Tree care

Currently tree care works
implemented:

➢ 99 in the ecological corridors;

➢ In the core areas:

➢ 9 in Neris slope by Verkiai;

➢ 9 in Dūkštos oak forest;

➢ 127 in Kaunas oak forest. 

Work supervisor



Population restoration of the hermit beetle

➢ 15 beetles mated in 2019 in Lithuanian 
zoological garden;

➢ 324 larvae grew for a year;



Population restoration of the hermit beetle

➢ 160 larvae released to Verkiai in 2020. 



Population restoration of the hermit beetle



SHARING THE INFORMATION



https://www.osmoderma.lt



Thank you for your attention! 


